On the insertion of proteins into membranes.
Recent data concerning the primary structure and the interactions of proteins with membranes suggest the existence of two classes of integral membrane proteins. In the first class, the polypeptide chain crosses the membrane only once. The membrane penetrating fragment is markedly hydrophobic and contains several positive charges on its C-terminal border. In the second class, the protein is folded in a complex fashion within the membrane and the knowledge of its amino acid sequence is not sufficient to predict the manner in which the protein interacts with the membrane.